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Outline

1. Fertility decline: the driving force of the population 
ageing

2. Ageing of populations and its implications for the 
size and composition of labour supplies

3. The role of females in overcoming problems posed 
by ageing labour supplies
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Fertility decline:
the driving force of population ageing in Japan and Australia
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Source:Japan: Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare.(Various years). Vital Statistics; Australia:. ABS, Australian Historical Population Statistics Cat. No. 3105.0.65.001 and  Births Cat.3201.0 (Various 
years-a)
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Ageing of populations:
shifts in the age structure in Japan and Australia
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Source:Author’s calculations based on data from: Japan: Statistics Bureau, Management and Coordination Agency,(Various years) Population Census of Japan and IPSS (2000) Population Projections for 
Japan 2001-2050; Australia: ABS, (Various years-c), Population estimates by age and sex. Cat.3235.0. and  (2000) Population Projections Australia 1999-2101 Cat. 3222.0
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Ageing of populations:
rising economic dependency ratio in Japan and Australia
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Source:Author’s calculations based on data from: Japan: Statistics Bureau, Management and Coordination Agency,(Various years) Population Census of Japan and IPSS (2000) Population Projections for 
Japan 2001-2050; Australia: ABS, ( 2000) Population Projections Australia 1999-2101 Cat. 3222.0 and  (Various years) Population Census
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Labour force ageing:
changing composition of labour supply in Japan and Australia
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Source:Author’s calculations based on data from: Japan: Statistics Bureau, Management and Coordination Agency,(Various years) Population Census of Japan and IPSS (2000) Population Projections for 
Japan 2001-2050; Australia: ABS, (Various years-c), Population Census and (2000) Population Projections Australia 1999-2101 Cat. 3222.0
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Labour force ageing:
economic implications and policy options in Japan and Australia
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AUSTRALIA

•Increasing the retirement age

•Increasing participation rates of 
women

•Increasing the in-migration level

JAPAN

•Reemployment of older workers

•Increasing participation rates of 
women ?

•Increasing the in-migration level?
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The role of females:
trends in the female labour force participation in Japan and Australia
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The role of females:
alleviation of the economic dependency in Japan and Australia
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Source:Author’s calculations based on data from: Japan: Statistics Bureau, Management and Coordination Agency,(Various years) Population Census of Japan and Australia: ABS, (Various years-c), 
Population Census..
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The role of females:
future policy challenges in Japan and Australia

Raising female participation rates

Difficult to achieve if not accompanied by family and gender 
equity friendly policies. May itself cause further drop in 
fertility, hence, aggravate population ageing 

Benefits of policy may be further compromised by issues of 
gender substitution in particular industries.


