13-19 February: Thai-Burma Border Study Tour

21-24 February: Additional Senate Estimates

27 February: ARHA Dinner to honor Patrons and Board

8 March: International Women’s Day

17-23 March: Solomon Islands Study Tour

Week of 21 March: Expert’s Panel on Linkages between Violence against Women and Maternal Health


11-15 April: Commission on Population and Development 44th Session

9 May: Parliamentary Roundtable on Ending Gender Based Violence in the Asia Pacific Region, Parliament House, Canberra

16-17 May: Global Conference of Parliamentarians ahead of the G8/G20 Summits

13-14 October: EuroNGOs AGM and Annual Conference

THAI-BURMA BORDER: Study Tour: 13-19 February 2011: The Australian Reproductive Health Alliance will be organizing a study tour in conjunction with our partners for a Parliamentary visit to the health clinics and other local services being provided for those residing along the border.  The tour will include 2 days of meetings and context-setting in Bangkok and 3 days of field visits at the border area [full itinerary to follow].  Expressions of interest can be sent to Joanna Lindner at secretariat@pgpd.asn.au.  
SOLOMON ISLANDS: Study Tour: 17-23 March 2011: Family Planning International, New Zealand, which serves as the Secretariat for the New Zealand Parliamentary Group on Population and Development [NZPPD] has extended one place for an Australian Parliamentarian to join their study tour to the Solomon Islands in March.  Participation on this tour would have to be self-funded as we currently do not have funds to provide.  A full itinerary of the study tour is available upon request from Joanna Lindner at secretariat@pgpd.asn.au.  
NEW YORK, USA: Commission on Population and Development Meeting: 11-15 April 2011: The 44th Session of the Commission on Population and Development will be held in New York in April with the theme: “Fertility, Reproductive Health and Development.”  The meeting will be Chaired by Mr. Brian Bowler of Malawi.  Currently, Australia will not be represented with an official delegation.

PARIS, FRANCE: Global Conference of Parliamentarians ahead of the G8/G20 Summit: 16-17 May 2011: The European Parliamentary Forum (EPF) is hosting a Global Parliamentarians Forum on the theme: “Girls and Population: The Forgotten Drivers of Development.”  

DILI, TIMOR LESTE: Establishment of a PGPD: Dates TBC: The Secretariat welcomes expressions of interest from any PGPD Member who would like to accompany Secretariat staff in a trip to revitalize efforts to establish a Parliamentary Group there.  Please send expressions of interest to Joanna Lindner, Parliamentary Officer at: Secretariat@pgpd.asn.au 
WARSAW, POLAND: EuroNGOs AGM and Annual Conference: 13-14 October: This year’s event is hosted by the Polish Federation for Women and Family Planning.  More information on the conference theme and format will follow.  


2 February 2011: Submissions to the Independent Aid Effectiveness Review close


21-24 February 2011: Senate Additional Estimates.  Following Senator Boswell’s Press Release of 16 December, which strongly stated his opposition to changes in the AusAID Family Planning Guidelines, PGPD Members should be prepared to engage robustly on the issue during Additional Senate Estimates.  The Secretariat is happy to work with interested members.  For more information please contact Joanna Lindner, Parliamentary Officer at: secretariat@pgpd.asn.au 

27 February 2011: The Australian Reproductive Health Alliance will be hosting a dinner to honor its Board and Patrons.  PGPD Members are encouraged to attend.
28 February 2011: Submissions to the Roundtable on Ending Gender-Based Violence in the Asia Pacific Region close

8 March 2011: International Women’s Day—this year marks the Centenary of Celebrations.  We welcome an opportunity to work with interested PGPD Members to mark this occasion with a speech or an activity.  To express interest please contact Joanna Lindner, Parliamentary Officer at: Secretariat@pgpd.asn.au 

In the Week of 21 March 2011: An Experts Panel on “Linkages between Gender-Based Violence and Outcomes in Maternal Health” will be convened for PGPD Members and Members of the PGPD Sub-Committee: Male Parliamentarians for the Elimination of Violence against Women (MPEVAW).  The Panel will be an important preliminary event to the Roundtable on Ending Gender Based Violence in the Asia Pacific Region.

9 May 2011: Parliamentary Roundtable “Ending Gender Based Violence in the Asia Pacific Region” Parliament House, Canberra.  This event is hosted by the PGPD and Coordinated by the Secretariat.  
Canberra, 17 November 2010: Parliamentary Liaison Group for HIV/AIDS, Blood Bourne Viruses and STIs, Briefing on Chronic Hepatitis B: The group was addressed by Helen Tyrrell, CEO of Hepatitis Australia; Dr Ben Cowie, Infectious Diseases Physician, Victorian Infectious Disease Service, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Medical Epidemiologist, Victorian Infectious Diseases Reference Laboratory, Senior Lecturer, University of Melbourne; and Enaam Oudih, Manager, PEACE Multicultural Services South Australia.  Chronic Hepatitis B is a leading cause of death worldwide, despite effective vaccination and treatment options. In Australia chronic infection has a disproportionate impact on Indigenous and migrant populations. Under current treatment patterns, it is estimated there will be a 2-3 fold increase in liver cancer and deaths in the next 7 years.

Bangkok, 27-28 November 2010: Young Parliamentarians and ICPD Issues:
Senator Sarah Hanson-Young, Vice-Chair of the PGPD attended the AFPPD-hosted meeting on Young Parliamentarians and ICPD issues.  Senator Hanson-Young has stated her intention to move a motion of support in the Senate for the Reproductive Rights Bill currently facing strong opposition from the conservatives and the Catholic Church in the Philippines.  Other items which the Australian PGPD may consider following up will be on the agenda at the first meeting of the PGPD in 2011.  
Port Macquarie, 18 December 2010: Regional Standing Committee of Male Parliamentarians for the Prevention of Violence against Women and Girls: This meeting was hosted by Federal Independent Member for Lyne, Mr. Rob Oakeshott, MP, member of the Australian PGPD and Co-Convenor of the MPEVAW Sub-Committee.  14 MPs from 13 countries gathered in Port Macquarie to progress an action plan for the prevention of violence against women and girls.  Members committed to individual actions at the country level and elected The Hon Dr. Nizar Shihab, MP, Indonesia to Chair the Standing Committee for the following year.  The full text of the commitments can be seen on the website: www.pgpd.asn.au 
September 2010: Family Health International has released a brief entitled: “Engaging Innovative Advocates as Public Health Champions.”  The full brief can be found by clicking here
21 November 2010: The Pope acknowledged that condoms can help play a role in reducing transmission of STIs.  For more information Click here
16 December 2010: The United Nations Security Council unanimously adopts resolution 1960—a further commitment on Women and Peace and Security.  The resolution calls for detailed information on suspected perpetrators of sexual violence in conflict.  Click here
22 December 2010: United Nations General Assembly Adopts a Resolution for the Continuation of the International Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action (ICPD PoA) beyond 2014.  Click here
29 December 2010: The Minister for Health and Ageing, The Hon Nicola Roxon, has released the new National Women’s Health Policy. For more information Click here
1 January 2011: UN Women became fully operational.  The official launch of the new UN Agency headed by Under-Secretary General Michele Bachelet will take place on 24 February 2011.  For more information click here
1 January 2011: Founder and Executive Director of Action Canada for Population and Development, Katherine McDonald has retired.  She is replaced by Sandeep Prasad.  
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