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Program for Inaugural PGPD




Roundtable Discussions, 2006




Venue: Main Committee Room (1st Floor)






Discussion 1: Monday 14 August






Discussion 2: Monday 11 September
Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the Australian Aid program – the way forward
Roundtable Discussion 2: Monday 11 September – Main Committee Room 
8:30am 
Opening statement – Annmaree O’Keeffe, Deputy Director-General,


AusAID Global Programs Division, HIV/AIDS Ambassador for


the Asia-Pacific
Ms O’Keeffe will discuss AusAID’s initiatives in SRH and respond to some of the issues that were discussed in the previous roundtable. 

8:45
Anne Marie Tyndeskov Voetmann, Department of Foreign Affairs of Denmark - The Promotion of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 
Ms Tyndeskov Voetmann will discuss the development of the Danish policy “The Promotion of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights”.
9:25

Dr Maxine Whittaker, JTA International – Awareness to Implementation 
Sexual and reproductive ill-health is a major disease burden especially in the developing world. Access to SRH and related services in a human right. The types of services and interventions that need to be provided are known but there are significant access gaps. It is also known that the services are cost effective and affordable. Transforming SRHR into realities for many men and women remain a big step requiring political will, national and international financing, monitoring and evaluation and equal participation for citizens. 
9:50 
Dr Wendy Holmes, Burnet Institute – Integration of HIV and Sexual and Reproductive Health Services
It is important to integrate the prevention and management of sexually transmitted infections (STIs), including HIV infection, with reproductive, maternal and newborn health services.  This strategy is particularly important in preventing HIV infection in children, but progress towards integration has been slow.  The strategies have based on experience in African countries and there is a need to address the specific needs of Asia Pacific region. There is a need to return to the concepts of comprehensive primary health care with a 'supermarket' approach offering wide range of services. 
10:15

Morning Tea

10:35
Ms Bridgette Thorold, Oxfam Australia – HIV/AIDS Program in Integrated Development
Oxfam’s  programs focus on strengthening work of communities to prevent new infections and provide care for and promote rights of those who are living with and affected by HIV and AIDS. SRH is a crucial component of women's equality and prerequisite for achievement of all MDGs.  Giving women a greater role in decision making will make them less vulnerable to infection. 

11:00
Ms Kelsey Powell, Sexual Health and Family Planning Australia (SHFPA) and
(11:10) Alice Oppen, Women’s Plans Foundation
- Family Planning in the Aid Program 
While there are clear links between family planning, lowered fertility rates and poverty reduction, recent estimates suggest that there is a US$700 million shortfall in funding for condoms and other contraceptives in the developing world. United Nations Population Fund estimates that there are currently 120 million women worldwide with an unmet need for contraception. 

 11:30
Ms Jenny Goldie, Australian Reproductive Health Alliance – Men as Partners in Reproductive Health

If men are to exercise their reproductive rights and responsibilities, they, as much as women, need access to information, counselling and services. For too long men’s role has been seen as marginal to women’s health. Yet in the Asia-Pacific region, men are the main policy makers, household heads, and religious and community leaders. Thus when men are involved in matters of sexual and reproductive health, such programs are more likely to be effective
11:55
Dr Suzanne Belton, Charles Darwin University – Post Abortion Care and Family Planning: Rights and Recommendations
At least 13% of maternal mortality is attributable to unsafe abortion, possibly 25%. In order to achieve MDG 5 (Improve Maternal Health), we need to rethink how to reduce the harm from unwanted pregnancy. Post abortion care (PAC) is important, it reduces maternal morbidity and mortality. So is providing Family Planning counselling before a woman leaves the facility.  

12:20
Closing statement/discussion 
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